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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Belk building was constructed in 1968. It is a 2-story L—shaped structure with a brick 
veneer façade. Existing openings are limited to three glass entrances with stucco canopies 
and a loading dock. The architectural character is mid-century modern and representative 
of the 60s-era Belk department store architecture.  The building is located within the 
boundary of the Albany, Georgia Historic District. 

The design approach to the adaptive reuse of the Belk building follows the 
recommendations of The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, specifically the Rehabilitation guidelines. The intent is to protect the historic 
character and integrity of the historic district.   

The brick veneer façades facing Broad Ave and Washington St, the parking lot, and the alley 
will be repaired, the stucco canopies above the entrances will be restored, and the glass 
assemblies in the shop windows and the entrances will be replaced with high-performing 
glass system matching the original configuration. The exterior walls facing the proposed 
sculpture garden do not have historic significance and will be renovated to feature a new 
stucco finish with a glass storefront system on the first floor and window openings on the 
second floor. The material palette and opening proportions will be differentiated from the 
historic features and complementary to the existing scale and proportions. 

Modifications will be made to comply with accessibility code requirements. A new 
accessible ramp will be implemented on the interior of the Broad Street entrance and new 
entrances will comply with the current door and hardware requirements. A new accessible 
ramp will be constructed at the loading dock.

The original interior features have deteriorated and have been demolished as part of the 
hazardous material abatement project. The new interior fit-out will comply with all current 
life safety codes and will complement the mid-century architectural character of the Belk 
building. 

All mechanical, electrical, and plumbing equipment will be replaced and will comply with 
current energy codes, and the exterior envelope will be enhanced by adding required 
thermal insulation and vapor barrier to the interior of the existing walls, in order to preserve 
the historic character of the exterior appearance.  
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CONTEXT

CURRENT MUSEUM

PROPOSED MUSEUM IN DOWNTOWN ALBANY
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DEMOLITION FLOOR PLANS
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DEMOLITION EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS
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FLOOR PLANS
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